
The following is a summary of the January 23, 2020, Regular Meeting of the Berkeley Heights 

Board of Education: 

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Senior Alexander Janiak reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• As the semester comes to a close, many Governor Livingston clubs are proactive in hosting 

plenty of engaging and fun events. 

 

• On the past few Fridays, the GL Student Council has been hosting “Class Clash” in the 

cafeteria. Last week's event was Chubby Bunny, which included contestants stuffing their 

mouths with as many marshmallows as possible while still being able to say “chubby 

bunny.”  This week’s event is a Mario Kart.  

 

• In addition, the Student Council has been actively planning their annual King of Hearts 

fundraiser which will be taking place in three weeks. 

 

• With regard to the clubs, Science Olympiad recently competed at Camden County College 

for regionals where they placed ninth and qualified for the state competition at Middlesex 

County College in March. 

 

• The TSA engineering group held a fundraiser at the New Providence Chipotle last Saturday. 

 

• On January 17th, the GL Photography Club held a scavenger hunt inside the school during 

lunch. 

 

• During the entire week of January 13th, the Student Activism Club held a drive to collect for 

feminine hygiene products that will be donated to the Zufall Health Community Health 

Center to give back to women less fortunate. 

 

• Lastly, the Interact Club is currently having its annual candy sale to raise funds for the Thirst 

Project, an international organization aimed at providing clean drinking water for all.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Junior Emily Haines reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• As the Winter season continues, we have some notable things occurring all over. 

 

• The Governor Livingston Boys Basketball just participated in a charity event held at 

Fairleigh Dickinson University, raising money for cancer research.  The team also recently 

earned an upset victory over Oratory in overtime. 

 

• The Highlander Ice Hockey team defeated oratory 4-1 and made it all the way to Union 

County Tournament semifinals before unfortunately losing a tough games to Summit.  

 

• For the GL Wrestling team, Harrison Kelly just earned First Place honors in the Union 

County Tournament in his weight class and multiple other Highlander wrestlers placed in 

their individual weight classes. 

 

• For this upcoming weekend, the Governor Livingston Fencing team has been preparing for 

districts, and they are optimistic after placing fourth in the Centrulo Tournament, the biggest 

high school Fencing event in the US. 

 

• The Highlander Swimming team is preparing for the Union County meet, to be held this 

Sunday at Rutgers University.   

 

• And finally, The GLHS Girls Shuttle Hurdle Team set a new school record this past weekend 

at the NJSIAA Indoor Track Groups Championships.  Go GL! 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

Good evening everyone. 

 

January is Board appreciation month.  I would like to take a moment to talk about our Board of 

Education members.  A board member is an elected official who does not receive payment for 

their involvement on the board of education. They do many things behind the scenes, other than 

sitting at this table.  This “job” is voluntary. Our board members have at least one meeting at 

night and many more during the day. This takes time out of their busy lives and away from their 

families. I truly appreciate this board and all the support they have given me in this new position. 

Their jobs are not easy and they work hard to help make this district better than ever.  I will now 

read this resolution for School Board Recognition Month in New Jersey. 

 

Regarding the mission moments: 

 

In other district based news, in September, we had Dave Burgess come talk to us about how to 

teach like a pirate.  He asked the essential question of, “Would kids come to your class if they 

didn’t have to?”  Since September, I have been in many classrooms witnessing great “pirate” 

lessons.  From music classes to English classes, these teachers have been giving amazing 

examples of creative and interesting lessons. 

 

Also, in other exciting news…. Starting in the Spring of 2018, the teachers at Columbia Middle 

School teachers started participating in a pilot program called OpenSciEd. This program is being 

developed through a collaboration between universities (such as the University of Michigan and 

the University of Texas) and several states on the forefront of NGSS development. These 

curricula engage students in true inquiry through the use of anchoring phenomenon, questioning, 

and model development. As part of this program, the teachers implement and evaluate the pilot 

units.  

  

Above this, Tom Clayton (CMS Science Teacher) has been chosen, due to his quality 

implementation and feedback, to assist in the development of future units.  Mr. Clayton is 

traveling to the University of Chicago to work with professors, state officials, and BSCS 

employees to develop a new physical science unit that will be piloted next year. We are excited 

about his involvement and are interested to hear about his experiences. 

 

Yesterday, I sent a survey to our parent population to select a district “slogan/brand.”  The 

survey will close on February 12th.  This is a way for the district to share the community  

mission and vision for our wonderful school district.  Please take a moment to share your 

thoughts.  

 

And now I will turn it over to Donna Felezzola for her report on the referendum survey. 
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****************************************************************************** 

Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, delivered a presentation 

about the results of a community survey that was conducted to determine priorities for a variety 

of proposed educational and infrastructure investments in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools.  

Please click here to see the results of this survey. 

****************************************************************************** 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

• A Resolution observing January 2020 as School Board Recognition Month in New Jersey, as 

sponsored by the New Jersey School Boards Association. 

 

• The Memorandum of Agreement between the Board of Education and the Berkeley Heights 

Education Association, including salary guides, for the period of July 1, 2021, through June 

30, 2022.  

 

• The Contract Agreement between the Board of Education and the Union County Educational 

Services Commission to provide various Child Study Team services, as needed, during the 

2019-2020 school year. 

 

• For Caption Consulting, Inc., to provide Substitute Sign Language Interpreter services in the 

Berkeley Heights Public Schools from January 1, 2020, through January 1, 2021, on an as-

needed basis. 

 

• A new professional assignment of “Teacher in Charge” in the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools for the 2019-2020 school year, effective January 24, 2020.  The “Teacher in Charge” 

is a current staff member who would temporarily service in a building-level administrative 

capacity during those times when a regular full-time administrator is not present in the school 

building.  Current staff members chosen to serve as “Teacher in Charge” must possess a New 

Jersey Department of Education administrative certificate; individuals serving in this 

assignment will not be financially compensated above their regular salary. 

 

• The revised date of employment of February 1, 2020, for Andrea Slattery.  Mrs. Slattery has 

been employed as an Interpreter for the Deaf at Governor Livingston High School. 

 

• The request of Jennifer Aragona for a maternity/disability leave of absence from April 15, 

2020, through June 18, 2020.  Ms. Aragona is employed as a Teacher of English at Governor 

Livingston High School. 

 

• The request of Dr. Ashley Janosko for a maternity/child care leave of absence from April 10, 

2020, through July 12, 2020.  Dr. Janosko is employed as the District Director of Guidance in 

the Berkeley Heights Public Schools. 

 

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=19501&PageID=1
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• Revised salary figures for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020; revised/final extra-curricular activities 

stipends for 2018-2019; and revised/final extra-curricular activities stipends for 2019-2020.  

 

• The appointment of Brian Caraballo to the position of Evening Custodian at Governor 

Livingston High School for the 2019-2020 fiscal year, effective February 1, 2020. 

 

• The employment of Deborah Chok to the postion of Paraprofessional at Mary Kay McMillin 

Early Childhood Center for the 2019-2020 school year, effective January 24, 2020. 

 

• For Joseph Cunder to be employed as a Paraprofessional at Governor Livingston High 

School for the 2019-2020 school year, effective January 24, 2020. 

 

• The appointment of Jody Novitsky to position of Substitute/Replacement Teacher of English 

at Governor Livingston High School, effective February 28, 2020. 

 

• For the employment time of Bethann Nikolich to be increased from 50% of full time to 85% 

of full time during the 2019-2020 school year, effective February 1, 2020.  Mrs. Nikolich is a 

Teacher of Special Education at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center. 

 

• The authorization for Shih-Yuan Wang to perform repairs on district-owned iPads issued to 

Berkeley Heights Public Schools students during the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

• The release of Executive Session Minutes to the public for Board of Education meetings held 

between July 1, 2019, and December 31, 2019. 

 

• For Elite Performing Arts Center to use the auditorium at Governor Livingston High School 

from June 11, 2020, through June 14, 2020, as per the rental agreement. 

 

• The acceptance of a donation of a drum set from Mr. and Mrs. Bruce and Gayll Fisher, to be 

used at Mountain Park School. 

 

• The submission of Educational Adequacy Projects and Capital Renovation Projects to the 

New Jersey Department of Education for review and approval and for amendment to the 

district’s Long-Range Facilities Plan for a proposed upcoming Referendum. 

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, February 13, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of Columbia Middle 

School. 


